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who is unregistered. But this cannot be while registration is made so difficult 
and worrying to nurses, and until they are represented by a trained nurse holding 
a midwifery qualification on the council.” 

The larger hospitals, such as the Kimberley hospital and several others, pre¬ 
pare pupils for the Cape government examination of nurses, for which they may 
enter candidates who have received three-years’ training in the wards of the 
hospital. Certificates are no longer granted by the individual schools, as the 
Medical Council has rescinded the authority to issue certificates formerly per¬ 
mitted to hospital authorities. 

LETTERS 

Head-Quartebs Department of Cuba, 

Office of Superintendent Department of Charities, 

April 7, 1902. 

To The American Journal of Nursing. 

Among the most interesting features of the first National Conference of 
Charities and Corrections held in Havana, Cuba, the latter part of March, were 
the sessions devoted to hospitals and training-schools. 

In the hours devoted to hospital matters some very interesting questions 
were brought up for discussion. But the evening given to training-schools was 
satisfactory beyond anything we had expected. 

It has been so difficult to arouse interest in our schools except in those per¬ 
sons who were immediately connected with the hospitals that it was doubtful 
whether we should have an audience, and we were agreeably surprised to find 
how large a number of enthusiastic friends we had made for our nurses. 

Fifty-nine pupil nurses from the two schools in Havana were present in full 
uniform. Two of them read papers which were very well written, their own 
composition. 

The meeting was opened by Dr. Charles E. Finlay, oculist of Hospital Mer¬ 
cedes, Havana, who read a paper on the widespread benefits of training-schools, 
giving a short history of the organization of schools in Cuba. 

He was followed by Father Jones, president of St. Augustine’s College, 
Havana,—subject, “ The Attitude of the Church towards the Schools.” 

A very good paper was read by Miss Hibbard, superintendent of the school 
in Matanzas, on “ The General Culture of the Nurse.” 

Dr. Raimundo Menconal, professor of surgery, University of Havana, gave 
as his subject “ The Usefulness of the Professional Nurse.” 

Miss O’Donnell, superintendent of the school in connection with Hospital , 
Mercedes, Havana, read a paper on “ The Difficulties Relating to Training- 
Schools.” 

Mrs. L. W. Quintard, Inspector of Hospitals and Asylums, gave a paper on 
the subject of “How to Best Protect the Cuban Nurses while in Discharge of 
Duties Outside the Hospitals.” 

When we remember how little was known of training-schools or nurses in 
Cuba two years ago it seems marvellous that such a meeting as this could be 
possible. The best thought of all is that these schools are placed upon such a 
firm foundation that their success must be assured. 

Here we have State recognition, a fixed curriculum, and are really a part of 
the University of Havana. What we now need is to be under the Board of Edu¬ 
cation rather than the Board of Charities. This may be a dream of the future, 
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it may be a realization sooner than we think at present. By thus improving the 
standard we hope to induce pupils from the better classes to enter our schools. 
So many are now teaching that we hope to secure this same class for training- 
schools. L. W. Qttintabd, 

Special Inspector, Department of Charities. 


ITEMS 


The Daily Nubse.— The subject of “The Daily Nurse” was discussed at 
the meeting of Nurses in Council, at the Trained Nurses’ Club, London, Miss 
Amy Hughes presiding, on February 28, and though several friends who had 
promised to take part in the discussion were not able to be present, it was a 
very interesting meeting; several members who had worked as daily nurses 
gave an account of their experiences and the difficulties they had met with as 
regards fees, hours of work, night duty, etc. 

An excellent paper sent by Miss Gillie, secretary of the Queen Victoria Dis¬ 
trict Nursing Association, Liverpool, was read by Miss Hulme, showing how 
much there is to be done in the direction of daily nursing in the future, and 
describing the attempt made to meet the want by this association. Miss Gillie 
stated her conviction that there exists as much need for thiB branch of nursing 
among the middle classes as there is for the work among the sick poor, and that 
especially valuable is the teaching which is thus given in cases where there is 
more education and a greater wish to profit by the advantage of a trained nurse’s 
ministrations than with the very poor. To families of small means, or to single 
men or women in rooms, the “daily nurse” must be a priceless blessing, and 
Miss Gillie expressed the hope that soon in connection with every district nurs¬ 
ing home there would be the possibility of obtaining the help which only needs 
to be known to be appreciated. The effort made in Liverpool had met with a 
warm welcome and a gratifying success. 

Several members spoke and various schemes set forth were discussed, and 
although all were agreed that the “ daily nurse” was certainly needed, up to the 
present she had met with little success for want of organization. 

One practical suggestion was that the lady superintendents of the various 
District Nursing Homes should have a list of the nurses in their districts who 
were willing to do daily work, so that the public would be able to hear of them 
by applying at the homes. 

One member proposed a “ Daily Nurses’ Nursing Home,” nurses to be paid 
a fixed salary and sent out from the institution to daily cases; while another 
suggested that several nurses should join together and work among the better- 
class fiats, where it was thought that the demand for a daily nurse was great.— 
Nursing Notes. 


The Cosmopolitan Hospital Association of Manila. —Manila is to have 
a training-school for nurses, in which both native-born and foreign women may 
be received as pupils. 

The Woman’s Hospital established by Mrs. Whitelaw Reid, which has been 
mentioned in the Joubnal, is to become the nucleus of the “ Cosmopolitan Hos¬ 
pital Association,” which will enlarge the bed capacity to one hundred and will 
probably have one or two detached pavilions for contagious diseases. The hos- 
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pital will begin by providing only for pay patients, the cost of a ward bed being 
twenty dollars a week. Fifty annual subscribers will support as many beds, 
seven hundred and fifty dollars in gold supporting a bed for one year. We hope 
it will add free beds for those who are unable to pay this sum. The training- 
school course will be two years, and both women and men will be trained. The 
hours of work are to be eight daily, with two days off after a month's night 
duty. We have not learned whether a superintendent of nurses has been 
selected. 


A meeting of the members of the Dublin Nurses' Club was held on Wednes¬ 
day evening, April 2, and was very well attended. The chief feature of the 
evening was the reading of essays by members of the club, for which two prizes 
were offered by the directors of the City of Dublin Nursing Institution. The first 
essay, “ The Preparation of and Nursing a Case of Abdominal Section Through¬ 
out,” was won by Miss Butler, of Sir Patrick Dun's Hospital, and the other, on 
“ Manner s," by Miss Young, of the City of Dublin Nursing Institution. Both 
essays were much appreciated by those present, and an interesting discussion 
followed. 


The Royal British Nurses’ Association has succeeded in raising the money 
needed to build its “ settlement,” or home for aged and infirm nurses. It iB to 
provide a comfortable residence for nurses who have some small income of their 
own, as they will have to do “light housekeeping,” as we call it, at their own 
expense. The settlement is to be in every way uninstitutional and private in 
its appointments. 

All nurses who met Miss Wood at the Congress will be sorry to hear that 
she has just gone through a severe attack of typhoid fever and will be obliged to 
take a long rest. We wish her a good convalescence and restored strength. 


After July 1 the Nursing Record, edited by Mrs. Bedford Fenwick, will 
appear as the British Journal of Nursing. We await its appearance with much 
interest. 





